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As  the  Nation’s  principal  conservation  agency,  the  Department  of  the  Interior  has  responsibility  for  most  of  our  nationally  owned  public  lands  and 
natural  resources.  This  includes  fostering  the  wisest  use  of  our  land  and  water  resources,  protecting  our  fish  and  wildlife,  preserving  the 
environmental  and  cultural  values  of  our  national  parks  and  historical  places,  and  providing  for  the  enjoyment  of  life  through  outdoor  recreation. 
The  Department  assesses  our  energy  and  mineral  resources  and  works  to  assure  that  their  development  is  in  the  best  interest  of  all  our  people. 
The  Department  also  has  a  major  responsibility  for  American  Indian  reservation  communities  and  for  people  who  live  in  Island  Territories  under 
U.S.  administration. 
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This  planning  update  is  designed  to  keep  you  informed  of  the  Prineville  District's  ongoing  progress  toward 
implementing  land  use  plans.  Your  interest  and  participation  in  various  programs  and  operations  are  very 
important  to  our  success.  Thanks  for  your  continued  interest  in  the  management  of  our  public  lands. 


James  L.  Hancock 
District  Manager 


What  to  Expect  in  This  Document 


Feature  Articles:  Several  articles  have  been  developed 
on  high  public  interest  topics  throughout  the  District. 
These  articles  cover  such  topics  as  the  Interior  Columbia 
Basin  Ecosystem  Management  Project,  fire  suppression 
and  management  programs  and  Interagency  cooperation 
between  the  BLM,  other  federal  land  management  agen¬ 
cies  and  local  governments.  A  District  map  is  included  to 
help  orient  you  to  the  geographic  areas  represented  by 
these  articles  as  well  as  other  information  throughout  the 
document. 

Plan  Implementation  Progress:  This  section  pro¬ 
vides  a  brief  report  of  the  progress  made  last  year  toward 
implementation  of  the  District's  three  land  use  plans. 
These  plans  include  the  John  Day  Resource  Management 
Plan  (RMP)  completed  in  1985,  the  Two  Rivers  RMP  (1986) 
and  the  Brothers-LaPine  RMP  (1989).  The  District  is  pres¬ 
ently  starting  an  amendment  for  a  portion  of  the  Broth- 
ers-LaPine  RMP  and  completing  another  amendment  on 
land  tenure  adjustments  in  the  John  Day  RMP. 

Rangeland  Program  Summary:  This  section  docu¬ 
ments  progress  made  to  date  toward  implementing  the 
rangeland  decisions  in  the  three  RMPs.  This  section  is 
quite  detailed  and  hopefully  provides  the  reader  with  a 
clear  and  concise  idea  of  implementation.  The  opportu¬ 
nity  to  comment  on  this  section  is  detailed  therein,  espe¬ 
cially  with  regard  to  "affected  interests". 


Volunteer  Program  Activity/Opportunities:  The 
BLM  depends  very  heavily  on  volunteer  service  by  the 
public  in  numerous  activities/ roles  to  help  manage  the 
public  lands.  Countless  hours  of  high  quality  public  ser¬ 
vice  are  donated  annually  throughout  our  District,  the 
State  and  the  western  U.S.  This  section  of  the  summary 
will  highlight  the  valuable  contributions  that  these  dedi¬ 
cated  volunteers  make  as  well  as  providing  information 
about  the  types  of  opportunities  available  for  future  vol¬ 
unteer  work  in  the  Prineville  District. 

Environmental  Assessment(EA)  Register:  The  East¬ 
ern  Oregon  BLM  Districts  have  been  distributing  an  EA 
register  to  interested  individuals  and  groups  for  several 
years.  This  provides  an  opportunity  to  become  involved 
or  provide  input  into  a  variety  of  planned  projects  on  an 
individual  project  basis.  Availability  of  these  EA's  will  be 
placed  in  the  "Central  Oregonian"  newspaper  of  Prinev¬ 
ille  as  well  as  the  newspaper  source  closest  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  action. 

We  hope  you  find  this  document  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative.  We  want  to  make  future  such  documents  even  bet¬ 
ter  and  would  appreciate  any  comments  you  may  have  regard- 
ing  format,  content,  etc.  Please  send  comments  to:  District 
Manager,  Bureau  of  Land  Management,  P.O.  Box  550,  Prinev¬ 
ille,  OR  97754.  Thanks  for  your  continued  interest  in  the 
Prineville  District's  activities  in  managing  your  public  lands. 
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Background 

Urban  interface  problems  in 
the  Prineville  District  were  the 
subject  of  an  article  in  the 
district's  March  1993  Planning 
Update.  General  management 
direction  for  over  a  million 
acres  in  the  district  is  provided 
in  the  Brothers/LaPine  Re¬ 
source  Management  Plan 
(RMP)  and  Environmental 
Impact  Statement  (1989). 

However,  increased  and  di¬ 
verse  uses  in  urban-rural  inter¬ 
face  areas  in  the  years  since  the 
RMP  completion  are  not  ad¬ 
equately  addressed. 

Many  of  these  uses  are  result¬ 
ing  in  social  conflicts,  resource 
degradation,  and  illegal  and 
inappropriate  behavior.  Uses 
of  concern  include  user-devel¬ 
oped  vehicle  and  motorcycle  routes,  poaching,  target  shooting  close  to  residential  developments,  and  unautho¬ 
rized  camping.  Among  examples  of  illegal  uses  are  vandalism,  livestock  and  wildlife  harassment,  dumping  of 
garbage  and  hazardous  waste,  illegal  firewood  cutting,  and  arson. 

These  problems  will  likely  escalate  along  with  population  increases  in  central  Oregon.  Deschutes  County,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  is  of  concern  because  it  has  one  of  the  highest  growth  rates  in  the  state.  Public  lands  in  the  area  are  receiving 
increased  use  from  the  growing  local  population  and  tourists. 

Specific  management  direction  for  urban  interface  areas  will  be  addressed  in  an  amendment  to  the  Brothers/ 
LaPine  RMP.  Besides  addressing  present  day  issues,  the  amendment  will  also  anticipate  and  plan  for  future  trends. 

Scoping  for  the  urban  interface  planning  process  began  in  early  1992,  but  the  amendment  was  deferred  due  to 
other  district  priorities.  Now,  however,  a  new  planning  team  has  been  formed  and  the  urban  interface  planning 
effort  is  again  in  progress. 

Interface  Planning  Area  and  Issues 

The  Urban  Interface  planning  area  totals  approximately  182,000  acres  which  for  analysis  purposes  is  divided  into 
four  geographic  areas:  Smith  Rock  (2,120  acres  of  public  land),  Cline  Butte  (52,355  acres  of  public  land).  Bend/ 
Redmond  (85,116  acres  of  public  land),  and  LaPine  (42,402  acres  of  public  land). 


Each  geographic  area  boasts  unique  characteristics  and  opportunities.  For  example,  the  Smith  Rock  area  is  deer 
winter  range,  has  unique  scenic  vistas  and  attracts  rock  climbers  on  a  regular  basis. 


The  Cline  Buttes  geographic  area  contains  a 
portion  of  the  Deschutes  River  which  is  desig¬ 
nated  as  a  State  Scenic  Waterway  and  as  a  com¬ 
ponent  of  the  National  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers 
System.  The  area  contains  a  large  contiguous 
block  of  climax  juniper  woodland,  special  sta¬ 
tus  plant  species,  and  portions  of  deer  winter 
ranges. 

Bend-Redmond  geographic  area  receives  ex¬ 
tensive  recreational  uses  including  off-highway 
vehicle  driving,  mountain  biking,  horseback 
riding,  and  target  shooting.  A  portion  of  the 


area  is  used  by  the  Oregon  Military  Depart¬ 
ment  to  conduct  periodic  military  maneuvers 
and  training. 


The  Lapine  geographic  area  is  surrounded  by 
the  Deschutes  National  Forest  and  has  many 
intermingled  private  lands.  The  basin  is  home 
to  a  lodgepole  and  ponderosa  pine  forest  along 
with  unique  plant  and  wildlife  species.  Much 
of  the  timber  on  public  land  has  been  harvested 
in  the  past  15  years  due  to  high  fire  danger 
caused  by  the  mountain  pine  beetle  epidemic. 


Four  major  preliminary  issues  have  been  iden¬ 
tified  for  these  urban  interface  areas:  commercial  resource  uses,  healthy  and  diverse  ecosystems,  land  tenure,  and 
recreation.  Questions  about  commercial  resource  uses  focus  on  grazing,  mineral  material  sites,  special  forest  prod¬ 
ucts,  and  commercial  timber.  Healthy  and  diverse  ecosystems  place  focus  on  soils,  vegetation,  and  wildlife.  The 
land  tenure  issue  involves  identifying  lands  for  exchange,  transfer,  sale  or  acquisition.  Recreation  issues  involve 
reducing  conflicts  between  various  types  of  users. 


Timeline  for  Urban  Interface  Amendment 

In  order  to  make  certain  the  we  have  identified  the  primary  issues  in  the  interface  areas  and  to  solicit  ideas  on  how 
these  issues  can  be  addressed  or  solved  we  sent  out  a  scoping  document  along  with  maps  of  the  RMP  amendment 
areas  in  early  March  1995.  Open  houses  were  scheduled  and  held  in  late  March  in  Bend,  Redmond  and  LaPine. 
The  schedule  for  the  RMP/EIS  process  includes:  publish  preliminary  alternative  by  mid  1995;  publish  draft  RMP/ 
EIS  by  end  of  1995;  publish  proposed  RMP/Final  EIS  by  mid  1996;  and  publish  the  Record  of  Decision  Approved 
Brothers /LaPine  RMP  by  mid  1997.  If  you  did  not  receive  the  March  mailing  announcing  the  Urban  Interface 
planning  effort  and  wish  to  become  involved  please  contact  Karen  Perault  or  Harry  Hoogesteger  at  the  Prineville 
District  office  at  (503)  447-8711. 

4  ,  ...  . 


Interagency 

Cooperation 


Shared  positions,  joint  assignments,  and  other  agency  details  are  increasing  rapidly  among 
the  Prineville  BLM,  the  Deschutes  and  Ochoco  National  Forests.  Our  three  offices  have 
been  cooperating  on  the  sharing  of  equipment  and  personnel  and  we  foresee  ever  increas¬ 
ing  coordination  efforts.  In  the  fall  of  1995  we  expect  to  move  our  John  Day  field  staff  into  the 
Malheur  National  Forest  headquarters  office. 

A  BLM  employee  served  as  the  acting  Deputy  Forest  Supervisor  to  the  Deschutes  National 
Forest  for  six  months  last  year.  And  the  Deschutes  National  Forest  supplied  our  office 
with  an  acting  Area  Manager  and  Staff  Supervisor.  Prineville  BLM  is  currently  utilizing 
Forest  Service  employees,  through  various  agreements,  in  realty,  range  conservation,  range  tech¬ 
nician,  telecommunications,  planning,  surface  protection,  and  public  affairs. 

A  tribal  coordination  position  has  been  established  representing  BLM,  the  Ochoco  and 
Deschutes  National  Forests  with  Native  American  tribes  in  Central  and  Eastern  Oregon. 
This  employee  is  to  be  based  at  the  BLM  office. 

These  three  offices  are  coordinating  to  combine  federal  fire  dispatch  operations  for  all  three 
jurisdictions  with  the  State  of  Oregon.  In  1996  the  Deschutes  National  Forest  is  expected 
to  move  to  the  Interagency  Dispatch  center,  to  be  relocated  to  the  Prineville  airport,  through 
a  cooperative  effort  with  Crook  County  and  the  City  of  Prineville.  Simultaneously,  a  review  of 
all  fire  functions  including  fire  planning,  prescribed  fire,  etc.  is  underway  to  identify  areas  for 
increased  coordination,  cooperation  or  consolidation  to  improve  efficiency  and  effectiveness. 

For  many  years,  Prineville  BLM  and  the  Ochoco  National  Forest  have  shared  equipment 
and  personnel  in  the  construction  and  maintenance  fields.  This  has  provided  more  effi 
cient  utilization  of  expensive  heavy  equipment  and  has  provided  for  significant  dollar  sav¬ 
ings  to  both  BLM  and  the  Forest  Service. 

A  team  of  agency  people  have  started  to  explore  ways  of  creating  shared  data  bases  for 
land  management  in  Central  Oregon.  Currently  this  effort  includes  the  Deschutes  Na 
tional  Forest,  Ochoco  National  Forest,  Prineville  BLM,  the  Warms  Springs  Indian  Reser¬ 
vation  and  Deschutes  County. 
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A  new  fire  fighting  technique 
was  utilized  in  Central  Oregon 
in  the  1994  fire  season.  SEAT, 

Single  Engine  Air  Tanker  air¬ 
craft  is  a  crop  dusting  plane  that 
has  been  modified  to  drop  fire 
retardant  or  fire  suppressant 
foams.  The  aircraft  used  last 
summer  was  a  Dromader  Mielec 
M-18  with  a  retardant  capacity 
of  450  gallons.  The  SEAT  op¬ 
eration  consisted  of  the  aircraft, 
a  portable  support  truck 
equipped  with  400  gallons  of 
aviation  fuel,  and  a  retardant 
mix  batch  system  that  can  mix 
500  gallons  of  retardant  in  10 
minutes.  The  aircraft  was 
funded  through  fire  severity  money  as  a  critical  fire  season  was  experienced  on  the  district. 

The  aircraft  was  put  to  use  the  same  day  it  arrived  on  the  district  from  Arizona  BLM  and  was 
utilized  in  the  John  Day  River  area.  The  SEAT  is  not  intended  to  take  the  place  of  large  retardant 
aircraft  but  is  to  be  used  for  smaller  fires  on  initial  attack  fire  fighting.  The  advantages  of  the  SEAT 
are  that  it  can  operate  from  various  airfield  locations  and  the  retardant  batch  mixing  plants  can  be 
moved  to  the  base  of  operation  thus  reducing  turn  around  time  to  the  fire.  The  retardant  becomes 
particularly  much  more  effective  on  rangeland  fuels. 

While  the  aircraft  was  stationed  in  Central  Oregon  it  dropped  a  total  of  117  loads  totalling  51,200 
gallons  of  retardant.  The  Oregon  State  Forestry  Department,  Ochoco  and  Malheur  National  For¬ 
ests  and  the  Prineville  and  Burns  BLM  districts  utilized  the  equipment  to  fight  fires  in  their  juris¬ 
diction.  Analysis  of  the  drops  has  revealed  the  SEAT  is  very  effective  in  helping  to  suppress  range- 
land  fires  because  the  aircraft  can  fly  extremely  low  to  the  ground  and  make  drops  in  areas  that  are 
impractical  for  the  large  retardant  aircraft.  In  some  instances  the  SEAT  was  utilized  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  large  retardant  aircraft.  The  SEAT  could  make  drops  while  the  large  aircraft  were  return¬ 
ing  to  Redmond  Air  Center  for  reloading.  Last  summer  the  aircraft  was  dispatched  to  various  fuel 
type  fires,  including  forested  areas.  The  quick  response  time  and  the  ability  to  reduce  turn  around 
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time  to  fires  made  the  SEAT  a  valuable  addition  to  the  district  fire  suppression  capabilities.  If  the 
fire  conditions  are  severe  this  year,  it  may  be  back  to  assist  us  in  protecting  the  public  lands  of 
central  and  eastern  Oregon. 


Remote  Fire  Guard  Stations 

The  Prineville  BLM  District  has  three  outlying  fire  guard  stations  which  provide  protec¬ 
tion  during  the  fire  season  for  areas  outside  central  Oregon.  They  are  located  in  Maupin, 
Paulina  and  Dayville.  Guard  stations  are  an  integral  part  of  the  district  fire  protection 
program.  Strategic  locations  for  the  stations  provide  a  quick  response  time  to  reported 
incidents. 

Personnel  stationed  at  guard  stations  are  directly  linked  by  radio  and  telephone  with  the 
Prineville  Interagency  Dispatch  Center.  These  station  locations  were  determined  through 
fire  planning  and  fire  history  to  be  the  most  efficient  and  effective  fire  fighting  locations. 
Each  of  the  stations  houses  four  people  and  two  engines. 

Earlier  fire  planning  had  shown  that  most  fires  in  the  northern  portion  of  the  district 
(Maupin  guard  station  territory)  were  occurring  along  the  Deschutes  River.  More  recent 
fire  information  shows  that  fires  are  now  occurring  at  an  equal  rate  along  the  John  Day 
River.  Response  times  are  too  long  from  the  Maupin  site  to  the  John  Day  River.  A  more 
central  and  effective  location  to  protect  lands  in  the  river  corridors  was  determined  to  be 
Grass  Valley.  It  is  expected  that  funding  will  be  provided  this  year  to  develop  a  new  fire 
guard  station  in  Grass  Valley  prior  to  the  1995  fire  season. 

Discussions  with  Sherman  County  and  Grass  Valley  officials  have  been  favorable  for  the 
selected  site  on  the  northwest  end  of  the  community.  The  site  will  eventually  include  a 
living  quarters,  warehouse /shop  facility,  a  helispot,  and  hookups  for  up  to  two  small 
living  trailers.  Although  the  fire  station  will  be  moved  from  Maupin,  this  site  will  be 
retained  as  a  base  for  BLM  recreation  maintenance  operations  for  the  Lower  Deschutes 
River. 

In  addition  to  the  three  guard  stations,  the  district  has  two  fire  lookouts  in  remote  loca¬ 
tions.  One  is  at  Tower  Point,  in  the  Maury  Mountains  of  the  Ochoco  National  Forest,  and 
the  other  at  Aldrich  Mountain  located  near  the  South  Fork  of  the  John  Day  River.  Look¬ 
outs  provide  early  detection  of  fires. 

There  is  close  cooperation  between  BLM  and  other  local  fire  fighting  agencies.  Crews 
from  each  agency  may  be  dispatched  to  fires  of  another  agency  based  on  the  closest  forces 
concept.  This  means  that  any  fire  crew  may  be  dispatched  to  a  fire  if  it  is  the  closest  force 
regardless  of  protection  responsibility. 


People  scurry  down  the  halls  with  cardboard  tubes 
full  of  maps.  Frantic  calls  are  made  trying  to  find 
someone,  anyone,  to  go  to  a  meeting  next  week. 
“What  do  you  mean  we  need  to  develop  the  ROS 
layer  by  Friday?  We  don’t  even  use  ROS!”  Orga¬ 
nized  confusion.  Walla  Walla.  (Isn’t  that  an  on¬ 
ion?)  The  Eastside  Project.  You’ve  got  to  be  flex¬ 
ible.  ICBEMP.  Just  what  is  this  Walla  Walla  deal 
anyway  and  how  is  it  affecting  the  Prineville  Dis¬ 
trict? 


The  Interior 
Columbia 
Basin  Eco¬ 
system  Man- 
a  g  e  m  e  n  t 
Project 
(ICBEMP) 
grew  out  of 
President 
Clinton’s  di¬ 
rective  to  the 
Forest  Ser¬ 
vice  to  “de¬ 
velop  a  scien- 
tifically 
sound  and 
ecosystem- 
based  strat¬ 
egy  for  management  of  eastside  forests.”  This,  af¬ 
ter  the  contentious  and  much  publicized  President’s 
Forest  Conference,  was  the  wake  up  call  to  get  on 
top  of  ecosystem  management  in  our  area  before 
resource  and  political  issues  reached  the  same  level 
as  in  western  Oregon.  Before  long,  the  scope  of 
the  eastside  forest  effort  had  grown  to  include  the 
entire  Columbia  River  Basin,  from  the  crest  of  the 
Cascades  east  into  Montana  and  Wyoming,  as  well 


as  portions  of  the  Great  Basin  in  Oregon  and  Ne¬ 
vada,  and  involved  not  only  the  Forest  Service,  but 
BLM  and  other  federal  agencies  as  well.  The 
Prineville  District,  it  appeared,  was  solidly  within 
the  project  boundaries. 

It  isn’t  clear  what  eventual  impact  this  effort  will 
have  on  how  public  land  is  managed  in  the  Prinev¬ 
ille  District,  but  there  will  most  likely  be  an  em¬ 
phasis  on 
total  inte¬ 
gration  of 
the  bio¬ 
physical, 
social  and 
economic 
elements  of 
the  ecosys¬ 
tem  in  our 
day-to-day 
activities. 
Agencies, 
landowners 
and  the 
public  will 
be  partners 
in  land 
manage¬ 
ment  deci¬ 
sions.  We  may  need  to  adjust  previous  land  man¬ 
agement  decisions  based  on  new  goals.  Since  the 
results  of  this  unprecedented  effort  most  likely  will 
have  far-reaching  consequences  to  the  Prineville 
BLM,  the  district  staff  has  taken  an  active,  partici¬ 
patory  role  in  the  project  thus  far. 

As  requested,  and  the  requests  have  been  nearly 
daily  at  times,  we  have  provided  personnel  to  as- 
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sist  both  the  project’s  Science  Integration  Team 
(SIT)  (the  group  of  scientists  responsible  for  docu¬ 
menting  the  current  economic,  biological  and  so¬ 
cial,  conditions  of  the  Project  area)  and  the  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Impact  Statement  (EIS)  Team  (the  group 
responsible  for  developing  the  land  management 
alternatives,  the  analysis  of  those  alternatives  and 
the  eventual  decisions).  Work  has  varied  from  ac¬ 
tually  sending  people  to  Walla  Walla  for  long-term 
details  to  gathering  information  in-district  for  trans¬ 
fer  to  maps,  eventually  to  be  changed  to  electronic 
files  (Geographic  Information  System)  for  use  in 
the  assessment  process.  Existing  planning  decisions 
need  to  be  documented.  There  have  been  meet¬ 
ings:  Burns,  Portland,  Klamath  Falls,  Walla  Walla. 
BLM  and  multi-agency.  You  name  it.  The  coordi¬ 
nation  needed  to  acquire  the  necessary  information 
has  been  mind-boggling. 

An  important  part  of  the  job  is  to  keep  personnel 
informed  of  just  what  is  going  on.  The  folks  in  Walla 


Walla  have  done  a  good  job  of  this,  and  through 
informational  meetings  with  the  district’s  staff, 
project  meetings  in  Walla  Walla  for  the  agency 
managers  and  an  active  network  between  the  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  officers,  people  in  the  Prineville  District 
can  be  as  informed  as  they  want  to  be.  From  project 
videos  to  a  complete  set  of  informational  binders, 
employees  and  the  public,  has  complete  access  to 
project  information.  In  fact,  the  project  staff  encour¬ 
ages  people  to  come  to  Walla  Walla  to  observe  the 
process  and  to  interact  with  the  scientists  and  team 
members  involved. 

The  draft  EIS  is  scheduled  to  be  completed  by  Oc¬ 
tober,  1995,  and  the  Final  EIS  by  June,  1996.  The 
Record  of  Decision,  which  will  no  doubt  change 
the  way  we  do  business,  should  follow  by  late  sum¬ 
mer  1996.  In  the  meantime,  Prineville  BLM  will 
go  on  as  usual,  striving  to  improve  the  land  and 
serve  the  public 
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Sutton  Mountain  Coordinated 
Resource  Management  Plan 

When  the  final  phase  of  the  Sutton  Mountain  land  exchange  in  Wheeler  County  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1991,  development  started  on  a  Coordinated  Resource  Management  Plan  (CRMP). 
The  challenging  task  of  developing  the  CRMP  covering  this  100-square  mile  block  of  public 
land  continues  to  involve  many  resource  specialists  of  the  Prineville  BLM  District. 

The  District  Interdisciplinary  Team  (ID  Team)  has  developed  five  alternatives  for  consideration 
in  the  environmental  assessment  and  CRMP  These  alternatives  range  from  Alternative  A 
which  is  commodity  oriented,  to  Alternative  E  which  is  non-commodity  oriented.  The  number 
of  proposed  projects  varies  among  the  five  different  alternatives.  Alternative  A,  the  most 
commodity  oriented,  proposes  construction  of  approximately  29  miles  of  fence,  placement  of  6 
cattleguards,  and  development  of  39  springs.  Alternative  E,  with  the  least  commodity  focus, 
proposes  constructing  only  5  miles  of  fence,  2  cattleguards,  and  no  spring  developments. 

The  draft  Plan  and  environmental  assessment  has  been  completed  and  the  process  of  revising 
the  final  document  has  started.  Public  review  of  the  document  should  be  this  spring.  There 
will  be  a  recommended  alternative  (Alternative  D)  developed  by  the  ID  Team,  but  the  public 
comments  we  receive  will  help  determine  what  the  actual  CRMP  will  contain. 

White  River  Plan  Completed 

The  BLM  Prineville  District  and  Mount  Hood  National  Forest  jointly  completed  the  Wild  & 
Scenic  River  Management  Plan  for  the  White  River.  The  upper  three  segments  encompassing 
26.9  miles  of  the  White  River,  are  managed  by  the  Mt.  Hood  National  Forest.  The  public  lands 
in  the  lower  three  segments,  encompassing  25.4  miles  are  managed  by  the  Prineville  BLM. 

This  joint  agency  management  plan  provides  for  a  comprehensive  approach  to  managing, 
protecting  and  enhancing  the  free-flowing  natural  character  of  this  river. and  the  associated 
values  and  attributes. 

The  plan  specifically  prohibits  livestock  grazing  on  public  land  below  the  canyon  rim  and 
prohibits  off-road  driving.  Campfires  are  prohibited  from  June  1  to  October  15  and  allowed 
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with  fire  pans  under  the  fires  the  remainder  of  the  year.  For  additional  information,  contact 
Berry  Phelps  at  the  BLM  (447-8723). 


Millican  Valley  Off-Highway  Vehicle 
Management  Plan  Update 


BLM  is  in  the  process  of  updating  the  1979  Millican  Valley  Off-Highway  Vehicle  Recreation 
Area  Management  Plan/Environmental  Assessment.  The  public  comment  period  on  prelimi¬ 
nary  planning  issues  and  alternatives  was  held  from  September  1  to  October  15, 1994.  65,000 
acres  of  public  lands  in  the  Millican  area  are  designated  for  OHV  use.  OHV  cattleguards, 
information  boards  and  entrance  signs  have  been  placed  within  the  area  but  no  developed 
causal  use  trails  or  developed  campground  facilities  have  been  constructed. 

The  OHV  Management  Plan /Environmental  Assessment  is  scheduled  for  completion  the 
summer  of  1995.  Opportunities  for  public  comment  will  be  available  when  the  document  is 
distributed.  Contact  Berry  Phelps  at  (503)  447-8723  if  you  would  like  to  have  your  name 
placed  on  the  Millican  Valley  OHV  mailing  list  or  if  you  need  further  information. 
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Volunteer  Opportunities 

The  success  of  the  Prineville  District's  volunteer  program  is  evident  in  its  continued  ability  to  accomplish  many  on-the- 
ground  projects  and  services.  In  the  past  year  volunteers  contributed  a  total  of  18,000  hours  of  public  service.  The  BLM's 
volunteer  program  offers  a  wide  diversity  of  opportunities  for  individuals  or  groups  to  assist  in  the  management  of 
public  lands.  It  also  facilitates  community  outreach  partnerships  and  strengthens  stewardship. 

Volunteer  opportunities  include  positions  as  Campground  Hosts,  Recreation  Technicians  and  Resource  Aides,  River 
Rangers,  Back  Country  Wilderness  Rangers,  Wildlife  Technicians,  Fish  Technicians,  Range  and  Botanical  Assistants, 
Hydrology  Technicians,  and  Office  Assistants.  In  addition  to  these  part-year  or  occasional  volunteer  positions,  the  BLM 
offers  several  organized  volunteer  events.  These  events  include  rewarding  work  such  as  river  clean-ups,  riparian  reha¬ 
bilitation  projects,  John  Day  and  Deschutes  River  tree  planting  projects,  the  Adopt-An-Open-Space  program.  Some  of 
these  events  may  be  only  a  day  in  duration,  others  may  occur  over  a  few  days  or  maybe  several  days,  but  all  are  basically 
short  term. 

The  summary  provided  below  describes  some  of  the  past  year's  events  and  some  of  the  1995  individual  opportunities/ 

events. 

Campground  Hosts 

Eleven  Campground  Hosts  gained  experiences  the  summer  of  1994  that  will  last  their  lifetimes.  Some  hosts  volunteered 
for  only  four  weeks  while  others  endured  (and  enjoyed)  the  entire  summer.  Together,  these  volunteers  worked  a  total  of 
3,550  hours  greeting  campers,  providing  information,  and  collecting  visitor  use  information. 

The  1995  volunteer  Campground  Host  opportunities  are  available  for  individuals,  couples,  or  families  at  several  camp¬ 
grounds  throughout  the  Prineville  District,  but  primarily  along  the  Lower  Crooked,  Lower  Deschutes  and  John  Day 
Rivers.  These  spectacular  areas  boast  excellent  fishing,  hiking,  nature  walking,  and  boating  opportunities.  Campground 
Hosts  welcome  and  provide  information  to  campers,  conduct  educational  programs,  collect  visitor  use  information, 
conduct  resource  restoration  work,  and  maintain  campground  facilities.  Hosts  should  enjoy  working  with  people  and 
living  in  remote  areas,  without  utility  hook-ups. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Gail  Nerseth  at  the  Prineville  BLM  District,  P.O.  Box  550,  Prineville,  Oregon,  97754. 
Or  call  Gail  at  (503)  447-4115. 


****** 

Recreation  Technicians! Resource  Aides 

The  summer  of  1994  brought  16  dedicated  and  enthusiastic  Recreation  Technician  and  Resource  Aide  volunteers  to  the 
Prineville  District.  Some  spent  several  days,  others  several  months.  Among  the  projects  these  volunteers  completed 
were:  a  campground  inventory,  installation  of  cattle  guards,  collection  of  visitor  use  information,  posting  of  public  lands, 
monitoring  of  Wilderness  Study  Areas,  the  inventory  of  potential  wilderness  areas,  repairing  of  wildlife  guzzlers,  con¬ 
ducting  stream  surveys,  creating  an  informational  display,  and  mapping  visual  resources. 

Recreation  Technicians  and  Resource  Aides  can  be  either  individuals  or  organized  groups  with  the  ability  to  perform  a 
variety  of  duties  depending  on  interest  and  skill  level.  Tasks  may  include  those  described  above  as  well  as  conducting 
recreation  and  other  resource  inventories;  implementing  environmental  restoration  work;  assisting  with  interpretive/ 
environmental  education  projects;  and  conducting  field  research  for  fisheries,  botany,  wildlife,  range,  and  other  resource 
programs.  These  volunteers  should  be  in  reasonably  good  physical  condition  and  enjoy  working  with  people  as  well  as 
alone  in  remote  areas. 

For  more  information,  please  contact  Gail  Nerseth  at  the  Prineville  BLM  District,  P.O.  Box  550,  Prineville,  Oregon,  97754. 
Or  call  Gail  at  (503)  447-4115. 

****** 
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Individual  Volunteer  Accomplishments 


•  Two  Student  Conservation  Association  (SC A)  volunteers  contributed  1,920  hours  toward  the  Prineville  District's 
ongoing  range  program  and  its  upward  trend-setting  hydrology  program. 

•  Fourteen  highly  motivated  individuals  participated  in  the  Prineville  District's  range,  wildlife,  and  botany  pro¬ 
grams.  Their  activities  included:  collecting  sage  grouse  monitoring  and  telemetry  data;  locating  Golden  Eagle 
nests;  guzzler  maintenance;  as  well  as  office  administration  duties.  In  total,  these  volunteers  contributed  more 
than  3,805  hours. 

•  Three  individuals  seeking  career  development  opportunities  contributed  over  400  volunteer  hours  collecting 
data  on  macroinvertebrates,  stream  typing,  and  fish  population.  The  assistance  of  these  individuals  greatly 
enhanced  the  ability  to  collect  on-the-ground  data  necessary  to  manage  riparian  and  aquatic  habitat. 

To  find  out  more  about  individualized  volunteer  opportunities  offered  in  1995  please  contact  Gail  Nerseth  at  the  Prinev¬ 
ille  BLM  District,  P.O.  Box  550,  Prineville,  Oregon,  97754.  Or  call  Gail  at  (503)  447-4115. 

****** 

River  Clean-up  Activity 

Fifty  volunteers  from  the  local  high  school  and  Trout  Unlimited  gathered  last  Spring  to  plant  2,000  ponderosa  pine 
seedling  along  the  Lower  Crooked  Wild  and  Scenic  River. 

Volunteers  united  with  the  Prineville  District  Central  Oregon  Resource  Area  staff  to  clean  trash  along  a  25-mile  expanse 
of  the  John  Day  River  during  National  River  Clean-Up  Week.  By  day  volunteers  floated  a  mild  stretch  of  river,  collecting 
boat  loads  of  trash  while  basking  in  the  spring  sunshine.  By  night  they  enjoyed  a  picnic  social  and  camp-out  under  the 
clear,  starry  central  Oregon  sky.  National  River  Clean-Up  Week  1995  promises  more  volunteer  river  clean-up  opportuni¬ 
ties. 


****** 

Environmental  Careers 
Organization 

Environmental  Placement  Services 

A  college  graduate  was  selected  for  a  six  month  internship  as  part  of  her  Environmental  Outdoor  Recreation  Planner 
degree.  The  internship  was  a  vital  bridge  between  college  and  graduate  school.  The  Volunteer  Coordinator  acted  as 
mentor  in  the  students  effort  to  acquire  knowledge  for  a  career  in  environmental  planning.  She  acquired  new  ways  of 
resolving  problems  and  provided  depth  in  environmental  compliance  documents.  She  contributed  a  total  of  960  hours. 

The  above  volunteer  projects  are  among  numerous  ongoing  efforts  designed  to  be  fun  and  rewarding,  and  to  give  the 
public  a  chance  to  see  how  their  public  lands  are  managed.  We  encourage  you  to  come  and  experience  what  you  can  do 
for  the  public  lands . and  what  they  can  do  for  you. 

To  find  out  more  about  individualized  volunteer  opportunities  offered  in  1995  please  contact  Gail  Nerseth  at  the  Prinev¬ 
ille  BLM  District,  P.O.  Box  550,  Prineville,  Oregon,  97754.  Or  call  Gail  at  (503)  447-4115. 
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Environmental  Assessment 
Register 

Each  year  BLM  resource  specialists  identify  projects  which  will  enhance  or  maintain  resource  values  on  public 
land  within  the  Prineville  District.  In  addition,  we  receive  public  requests  for  various  uses,  including  rights-of- 
way,  land  exchanges  and  recreational  events.  A  necessary  part  of  the  planning  for  these  projects  and  use  autho¬ 
rizations  is  the  environmental  documentation.  The  following  table  lists  environmental  assessments  (EAs) 
projected  for  initiation  during  FY  1995  that  have  not  appeared  in  previous  planning  update  documents.  Maps  2, 
3,  and  4  depict  the  approximate  location  of  each. 


EA  Name 

Project  Descrip¬ 
tion 

Project  Location/ 
Map  Reference 

Affected  Special 
Area 

Estimated 

Completion 

Date 

Public  Contact 

Big  Baldy 
Allotment  Range 
Improvements 

Construction  of  1 
mi.  fence; 
development  of  5 
springs  for 
improved 
grazing  manage¬ 
ment 

Big  Baldy  Area, 
South  Fork 
Crooked  River 

None 

July  1995 

Ken  Primrose 

Clarno  stream 
channel  rehabili¬ 
tation  and  bank 
stabilization 

Stream  channel 
rehabilitation 
and  bank  stabili¬ 
zation 

Clarno  area 

Lower  John  Day 
W /S  River 

Fall  1995 

Mary  D'Aversa 

Cottonwood 
Creek/ Mascall 
Allotment  Range 
Improvements 

Spring  develop¬ 
ment,  fence 
reconstruction 
and  juniper 
cutting  for 
improved 
livestock  man¬ 
agement  and 
enhanced 
wildlife /water¬ 
shed  conditions 

Cottonwood 
Creek  area,  SW 
of  Dayville 

None 

July  1995 

Ken  Primrose 

Cummings 

Creek  Spring 

Development  of 
existing  spring  to 
provide  depend¬ 
able  water  for 
livestock  man¬ 
agement 

Cummings 

Creek,  NE  of 
Dayville 

None 

July  1995 

Ken  Primrose 
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EA  Name 

Project  Descrip¬ 
tion 

Project  Location/ 
Map  Reference 

Affected  Special 
Area 

Estimated 

Completion 

Date 

Public  Contact 

Dyke  Creek 

Aspen  Enhance¬ 
ment 

Thin  juniper 
from  aspen  stand 

Cottonwood 
Creek  near 
Dayville 

None 

Fall  1995 

Scott  Cooke 

Foster  Road  Re¬ 
alignment 

Construct/ 
realign  approx. 

0.7  mile  of  Foster 
Road 

T.21S.,R.10E.,Sec.2, 
LaPine  Area/ 
LaPine 

None 

May  1995 

Steve  Castillo 

Limmeroth 
Watershed  Mgt. 
Plan 

Comprehensive 

watershed 

management 

plan 

T.2,3S.,R.14,15E, 
various  sections/ 
Two  Rivers 

Lower  Deschutes 
W/S  River 

May  1995 

Mike  Allen 

Maurer  Allot¬ 
ment  evaluation 
and  implementa¬ 
tion 

Grazing  manage¬ 
ment  plan,  fence 
construction  and 
spring  develop¬ 
ment 

Sorefoot  Creek, 
Clarno 

Lower  John  Day 
W/S  River 

Fall  1995 

Craig  Obermiller 

Neal  Butte 
Allotment  Range 
Improvements 

Development  of 

5  springs  and 
fence  construc¬ 
tion  to  facilitate 
livestock  man¬ 
agement 

Neal  Butte  area, 
north  of  Monu¬ 
ment 

North  Fork  John 
Day  State  Scenic 
Waterway 

July  1995 

Ken  Primrose 

Osprey  Pole 
Placement 

Placement  of 
several  osprey 
poles  for  habitat 
enhancement 

Various  locations 
along  the  Des¬ 
chutes  River/ 

Two  Rivers 

Lower  Deschutes 
W/S  River 

July  1995 

Mike  Allen 

Rattray  allot¬ 
ment  evaluation 
implementation 

Grazing  manage¬ 
ment  plan,  fence 
construction  and 
spring  develop¬ 
ment 

Thirty  mile  Creek 

Lower  John  Day 
W/S  River  and 
Thirtymile  WSA 

Spring  1995 

Craig  Obermiller 

Seale  Allotment 

evaluation 

implementation 

Grazing  manage¬ 
ment  plan,  fence 
construction  and 
spring  develop¬ 
ment 

Thirtymile 

Creek, 

Ferry  Canyon 

Lower  John  Day 
W/S  River, 

Lower  John  Day 
and  Thirtymile 
WSAs 

Summer  1995 

Craig  Obermiller 

Sixmile  Allot¬ 
ment  evaluation 
EA  /  fence 
construction 

Build  fence  to 
implement 
grazing  system 

Hay  Creek, 
Sixmile  Creek, 
NW  of  Condon 

None 

Spring  1995 

Craig  Obermiller 

EA  Name 


Project  Descrip-  Project  Location/  Affected  Special  Estimated  Public  Contact 

tion  Map  Reference  Area  Completion 

Date 


Spud  Allotment  Change  of  Clarno 

evaluation  and  grazing  season 

implementation 


Lower  John  Day  Spring  1995  Craig  Obermiller 

W/S  River 


Ward  Creek  Fence  construe-  Willowdale  None 

Allotment  Fence  tion  along  area/Two  Rivers 

allotment 
boundary  with 
pedestrian  access 


Oct.  1995  J.C.  Hanf 


In  the  past,  we  have  published  the  EA  Register  on  an  annual  basis,  concurrent  with  the  District  Planning  Update.  Begin¬ 
ning  this  fiscal  year,  we  hope  to  publish  biannually,  with  a  mid-year  document  sent  to  interested  individuals  sometime  in 
July  or  August.  In  addition,  EAs  will  no  longer  be  given  numbers  until  the  document  is  initiated  so  the  name  is  what  will 
be  important. 

It  appears  that  the  Prineville  District  may  initiate  fewer  EAs  this  year  than  in  the  past.  This  is  due  to  a  variety  of  factors 
including  commitment  to  Bureau-wide  initiatives  (i.e.,  Eastside  Project,  PACFISH,  Range  Reform),  an  emphasis  on 
ecosystem  planning/project  development  and  changes  in  funding. 

Some  additional  EAs  will  be  prepared  for  projects  not  listed.  This  is  because  we  aren't  able  to  anticipate  all  projects  or  use 
authorizations  generated  by  public  demand,  and  time  constraints  often  require  prompt  action.  However,  we  publish  a 
notice  of  availability  (NO A)  for  all  EAs  and  Findings  of  No  Significant  Impact  (FONSIs)  every  Thursday,  as  needed,  in 
Prineville’ s  newspaper,  the  Central  Oregonian.  We  also  publish  NOIs  in  the  newspaper  local  to  the  action.  This  informs  the 
public  of  our  activities  and  allows  them  to  be  involved  to  whatever  extent  they  want. 


The  following  EAs  have  been  identified  in  past  planning  updates  and  are  still  pending: 


EA  Name 

Project  Description 

Project  Location 

Affected  Special 
Area 

Public  Contact 

Antelope  Creek 
Spring  and  Juniper 
Control 

Cut  juniper  and 
develop  spring  for 
watershed  enhance¬ 
ment 

South  of  Prineville 
Reservoir 

None 

Sid  Houpt 

Battle  Creek  Pre¬ 
scribed  Burn 

Prescribed  fire  for 
watershed  enhance¬ 
ment 

Battle  Creek,  south 
of  Day  ville 

None 

Ken  Primrose 

Buck  Hollow 

Projects 

Riparian  fencing, 
water  developments 
for  riparian  enhance¬ 
ment 

Buck  Hollow, 
Deschutes  River 
drainage 

None 

J.C.  Hanf 

Burnt  Ranch  Recre¬ 
ation  Site  Plan 

Develop  existing 
recreation  site  to 
protect  resources 
and  enhance  recre¬ 
ational  opportunities 

Near  Burnt  Ranch, 
John  Day  River 

John  Day  W/S  River 

SuZan  Meiners 

EA  Name 

Project  Description 

Project  Location 

Affected  Special 

Area 

Public  Contact 

City  of  Redmond 
Effluent  Disposal 

Creation  of  irriga¬ 
tion/lagoon  system 
on  public  land  (City 
will  prepare  EA) 

NW  of  Redmond 

None 

Phil  Patemo 

Cow  Canyon  Juniper 
Cutting 

Juniper  cutting  to 
enhance  watershed/ 
wildlife  and  fisheries 
values 

Cow  Canyon  Allot¬ 
ment  near 

Willowdale 

None 

Mike  Allen 

Cow  Canyon  Allot¬ 
ment  Fence 

Fence  to  control 
livestock  use  and 
manage  for  ripar¬ 
ian/watershed 
values 

Cow  Canyon  Allot¬ 
ment  near 

Willowdale 

None 

J.C.  Hanf 

Criterion  Acquisition 

Acquisition  of  9000 
acres  through 
exchange 

Criterion  Ranch  area 
south  of  Maupin 

Lower  Deschutes 
W/S  River 

Phil  Paterno 

Gerry  Mtn.  Pre¬ 
scribed  Burn 

Reintroduction  of 
fire  into  a  natural 
ecosystem 

Gerry  Mountain,  SW 
of  Paulina 

Gerry  Mtn.  WSA 

Brad  Keller 

G.I.  Ranch  Land 
Exchange 

Exchange  to  ease 
land  management 
and  wildlife  habitat 
values 

G.I.  Ranch  area, 
Hampton 

None 

Ron  Lane 

Lower  Deschutes 

Tree  Planting 

Project 

Plant  native  trees 
and  shrubs  for 
wildlife  habitat 

Lower  Deschutes 
River 

Lower  Deschutes 
Wild  and  Scenic 

River 

Mike  Allen 

Lower  John  Day 

River  Weed  Initiative 

Integrated  weed 
management  of 
public  lands 

Lower  John  Day 

River  area 

John  Day  W/S  River, 
Lower  John  Day, 
Thirtymile  and 

North  Pole  Ridge 
WSAs 

Larry  Thomas 

Maston  Fence  and 
Pipeline 

Riparian  protection 
fence  and  livestock 
watering  facility 

Maston  Allotment, 
south  of  Cline  Falls 

None 

Teal  Purrington 

Matt  Day  Exchange 

Land  Exchange 

Horse  Ridge  area 
near  Millican 

None 

Phil  Patemo 

McCarty  Creek 

Spring 

Spring  development 
to  improve  livestock 
distribution 

East  of  Picture  Gorge 
near  Dayville 

None 

Ken  Primrose 

EA  Name 

Project  Description 

Project  Location 

Affected  Special 
Area 

Public  Contact 

Millican  Valley 

OHV  Mgt.  Plan 

Comprehensive  plan 
for  OHV  use  in 
designated  OHV 
area 

Millican  Valley 

None 

Berry  Phelps 

Moffitt-Millican 

Pipeline 

Pipeline  to  enhance 
grazing  management 

Brothers 

None 

Teal  Purrington 

Moon  Mining  Pit 
Access  Rd.  Realign¬ 
ment 

Authorization  to  use 
and  reconstruct 
existing  road 

Horse  Ridge  area 

Badlands  WSA 

Ron  Wortman 

Pine  Gorge  Juniper 
Control 

Juniper  cutting  for 
watershed  enhance¬ 
ment 

South  of  Prineville 
Reservoir 

None 

Sid  Houpt 

Powell  Butte  Pipe¬ 
line 

Livestock  water 
pipeline  to  facilitate 
grazing  management 

South  of  Powell 

Butte,  NE  of  Bend 

None 

Teal  Purrington 

Priest  Hole  Recre¬ 
ation  Site  Plan 

Development  of 
existing  recreation 
site  to  protect 
resources  and 
enhance  recreation 

Priest  Hole,  east  of 
Bridge  Creek 

Lower  John  Day  W/ 

S  River 

SuZan  Meiners 

Redmond  Caves 

Prepare  mgt.  plan 
for  public  use  of 
cave  resources 

Redmond 

None 

Sarah  Nichols 

Reposa  Sale 

Sale  of  small  parcel 
of  public  land 
related  to  historic 
occupancy 

Mitchell 

None 

Ron  Lane 

Reynolds  Pond 
Project  Plan 

Implement  facilities 
to  manage  public  use 
of  a  popular  fishing 
pond 

Reynolds  Pond,  NE 
of  Bend 

None 

Roy  Tidwell 

Service  Creek  Land 
Exchange 

Land  exchange  with 
the  State  to  acquire 
the  Service  Creek 
Recreation  Site 

Service  Creek 

Lower  John  Day  W  / 

S  River 

Ron  Lane 

Sixteen  Canyon 
Fence 

Construct  a  short 
section  of  fence  for 
riparian  manage¬ 
ment 

Sixteen  Canyon  area, 
west  of  Grass  Valley 

Lower  Deschutes 
W/S  River 

J.C.  Hanf 

Smith  Rocks  Ex¬ 
change 

Land  exchange 

Smith  Rocks  area, 

NE  of  Redmond 

None,  but  near 

Smith  Rocks  State 
Park 

Phil  Paterno 
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EA  Name 

Project  Description 

Project  Location 

Affected  Special 

Area 

Public  Contact 

South  Junction 
Recreation  Site 

Site  plan  for  popular 
recreation  site 

North  of  Madras 

Lower  Deschutes 
W/S  River 

Shaaron  Netherton 

Spring  Basin  Allot¬ 
ment  Evaluation 
Implementation 

Fence  construction/ 
reconstruction  and 
spring  development 
to  implement 
grazing  system 

Spring  Basin  near 
Clarno 

Spring  Basin  WSA 

Lyle  Andrews 

Squaw  Creek  Juniper 
Control 

Juniper  cutting  for 
watershed  enhance¬ 
ment 

Squaw  Creek 
Allotment  NW  of 
Picture  Gorge 

None 

Ken  Primrose 

Steelhead  Falls 

Project  Plan 

Implement  improve¬ 
ments  in  heavily 
used  campsite  to 
protect  and  rehabili¬ 
tate  resources 

Steelhead  Falls,  west 
of  Crooked  River 
Ranch 

Steelhead  Falls  WSA 

James  Sippel 

Sutton  Mtn.  CRMP 

Completion  of  plan 
and  implementation 
of  projects /manage¬ 
ment  needed  for 
resource  manage¬ 
ment 

Sutton  Mtn.,  NW  of 
Mitchell 

None 

Lyle  Andrews 

Sweet  Marie  Aspen 

Juniper  cutting/ 
burning  for  aspen 
stand  enhancement 

Sheep  Mountain,  SW 
of  Paulina 

None 

Brad  Keller 

Trough  Spring 

Reconstruction  of 
spring  for  wildlife/ 
livestock  manage¬ 
ment 

Tatum  Allotment, 
west  of  Condon 

None 

Lyle  Andrews 

West  Butte  Juniper 
Control 

Juniper  cutting  for 
watershed  /  wildlife 
enhancement 

West  Butte,  south  of 
Prineville  Reservoir 

None 

Sid  Houpt 

Windy  Point  Juniper 
Cutting 

Juniper  cutting  for 
watershed /wildlife 
enhancement 

Windy  Point,  east  of 
Picture  Gorge 

None 

Ken  Primrose 

Yreka  Butte  Juniper 
Control 

Juniper  cutting  for 
wildlife  habitat 
enhancement 

Yreka  Butte,  south  of 
Hampton 

None 

Sid  Houpt 

The  following  E As/ projects,  identified  in  past  planning  updates,  have  been  canceled: 

Alaska  Pacific  Reservoir/Spring 
Aldrich  Sheep  Burns 
Chimney  Rock  Electric  Fence 
Clausen  Fence 
Criterion  Projects 
Fence  Maintenance 

Ferry  Canyon  Wildlife/Cattle  Planting 

Fire  Management  Plan  for  South  Fork/Sand  Hollow  WSAs 

Harpham  Flat  Recreation  Site  Plan 

Jagi  Aspen 

Lower  Bridge  AMP 

ODOT  Mitchell-Service  Creek  Land  Exchange  (This  was  an  EA  duplicate  to  the  Service  Creek  Exchange,  listed 
above,  and  assigned  the  number  OR-054-3-39) 

Ram  Lake  Exclosure 

Ram  Lake  Allotment  Riparian  Fencing 

Sixmile  Spring  Development 

Tenmile  Creek  Land  Exchange 

Thirtymile  Fence 

West  Butte  Guzzler 

Williamson  Creek  Firewood  Sale 

Willow  Creek  Fence 


IMPORTANT  NOTES  FOR  PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION 


If  you  would  like  to  be  involved  in  the  planning  process  for  any  particular  project  or  would  simply  like  to 
receive  a  copy  of  an  EA  for  review,  note  the  name  of  the  EA  and  contact  the  District  Environmental  Coordinator. 
This  should  be  done  as  early  as  possible  to  allow  for  full  consideration  of  your  ideas. 

Also,  if  you  would  like  to  be  on  our  district's  general  environmental  assessment  mailing  list  (this  will  enable  us 
to  send  you  the  mid-year  EA  Register,  send  you  EAs  related  to  a  resource  for  which  you  have  shown  an  interest 
in,  and  send  you  any  other  pertinent  information),  please  write  to  the  District  Environmental  Coordinator  and 
tell  him  what  you  want.  If  you  have  already  done  this  you  don't  need  to  do  it  again. 
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Brothers,  Two  Rivers 
and  John  Day  Rangeland 
Program  Summary 
Updates 


Introduction 

This  is  the  fourth  Rangeland  Program  Summary  (RPS)  Update  for  the  Brothers  Environmental  Impact  Statement 
(EIS)  area.  This  RPS  Update  also  includes  the  LaPine  portion  of  the  district  which  was  first  analyzed  in  the 
Brothers /LaPine  Resource  Management  Plan  (RMP)  in  1989. 

During  the  last  two  years  we  have  concentrated  our  efforts  on  implementation  of  management  through  agree¬ 
ments,  decisions  and/or  management  plans.  We  have  also  focused  on  implementing  necessary  resource 
projects,  monitoring  to  detect  our  progress  and  livestock  use  supervision  to  ensure  compliance  with  use  authori¬ 
zations.  A  redirection  of  personnel  and  funding  to  other  parts  of  the  district  has  limited  our  capabilities  in  the 
Brothers/ LaPine  RMP  area,  but  nonetheless,  we  are  making  progress. 

One  significant  change  is  the  way  we  approach  our  allotment  management.  In  the  past,  we  made  decisions  with 
limited  involvement  from  other  resource  disciplines.  Now,  the  district  has  moved  toward  a  truly  ecosystem- 
based  concept  of  interdisciplinary  management.  As  a  result,  allotment  management  has  become  more  of  a  team 
effort.  This  is  true  for  all  RMP  areas  within  the  district. 

This  is  the  third  RPS  update  for  both  the  Two  Rivers  and  John  Day  RMP  areas.  Due  to  increasing  concerns  about 
anadromous  fisheries,  these  areas  are  receiving  most  of  our  attention  as  related  to  livestock  grazing  manage¬ 
ment.  An  accelerated  schedule  of  allotment  evaluations  has  resulted  in  at  least  a  brief  look  at  nearly  every 
allotment  with  fishery  and  riparian  values.  This  included  the  small,  isolated  Category  C  allotments  scattered 
throughout  both  areas.  As  a  result,  we  reviewed  past  evaluations  in  light  of  new  information.  We  have  made 
and  will  make  changes  as  needed.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  accelerated  schedule  and  associated  implementation 
will  continue  at  least  through  FY  1997.  However,  in  light  of  PACFISH,  the  Eastside  Ecostystem  Management 
Project,  Range  Reform  issues  and  anticipated  budget/ personnel  reductions,  any  specific  evaluation /implemen¬ 
tation  schedule  is  uncertain  at  best. 

Affected  Interests 

Following  issuance  of  this  RPS  Update,  there  will  be  a  30-day  comment  period  for  the  public  to  request  affected 
interest  status.  If  you  believe  that  any  of  the  future  actions  shown  in  the  RPS  Update  may  affect  your  interests, 
contact  the  Prineville  District  Manager  in  writing  within  this  period.  Please  advise  us  as  to  the  specific  future 
actions  which  are  of  concern  to  you,  the  allotment(s)  involved,  and  your  reason  for  believing  that  you  have  an 
interest  which  can  be  affected  by  the  proposed  future  actions.  The  District  Manager  will  provide  those  deter¬ 
mined  to  have  an  affected  interest  with  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  development  of  the  livestock  grazing 
management  plans  in  the  identified  allotments. 
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BROTHERS/LAPINE  RPS  UPDATE 


Section  I  -  Grazing  Use  and  Management  Adjustments 

Actions  recommended  in  allotment  evaluations  are  carried  out  by  agreement  or  decision.  Sometimes  they  are 
incorporated  into  a  revised  allotment  management  plan  (AMP)  or  coordinated  resource  management  plan 
(CRMP)  if  such  plan  exists,  or  an  AMP  or  CRMP  may  be  prepared. 

Allot.  No.  Allotment  Name  Category  Accomplishments  Since  March  1993  RPS  Update 

5031  Mayfield-Harris  C  Reduction  in  preference  (from  124  AUMs  to  68  AUMs)  and 

public  land  base  (1,509  acres  to  1,091  acres)  due  to  land 
exchange. 


Section  II 


Allotments  Scheduled  to  be  Evaluated  Within  the  Next  Year 

AMPs/CRMPs  Completed  or  In  Progress 

5125  Mayfield  Pond 
5212  Millican 
5127  Powell  Butte 
5214  Williamson  Creek 
5208  Barlow  Cave 
5235  Moffitt 
5210  Horse  Ridge 


The  Upper  Prineville  Watershed  Plan  was  completed  in  1993,  involving  the  following  allotments,  with  a  grazing 
management  plan  to  be  completed  in  1995: 


5141  Sanford  Creek 
5145  Eagle  Rock-Bailey 

Summary  of  Completed  Actions 

Allot.  No.  Allotment  Name  Category  Completed  Action 


0003 


0009 

0044 

5116 


Hampton  I  7  mi.  of  pipeline  was  installed  on  BLM  land,  of  22  miles 

planned.  This  gravity-fed  pipeline  will  replace  the  existing 
well-fed  system.  In  addition,  line  will  feed  pit  reservoirs  to 
provide  year-round  water  for  wildlife  and  livestock. 

Cold  Springs  I  2,375  acres  were  prescribed  burned  to  provide  vegetative  and 

habitat  diversity  for  wildlife. 


G.I.  I 


Redmond  Airport/  M 
Crenshaw 


1  well  was  constructed  which  provides  water  to  fill  a  reser¬ 
voir,  resulting  in  year-round  water  for  wildlife  and  livestock. 

4.7  miles  of  fence  were  constructed  to  improve  livestock 
management  and  reduce  conflicts  between  cattle  and 
recreationists. 
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5134 

Stearns  South 

M 

Two  pasture  fences,  2.2  miles  and  2.5  miles  long,  were 
constructed  to  improve  livestock  management.  Both  were 
constructed  by  the  permittee  with  county  grazing  board 
materials. 

5136 

Davis 

M 

The  boundary  between  the  Davis  and  Prineville  Dam  allot¬ 
ments  was  changed  to  more  accurately  reflect  the  existing  on- 
the-ground  situation.  No  fences  were  moved. 

5137 

Prineville  Dam 

I 

See  Davis,  above 

5140 

Salt  Creek 

I 

0.9  miles  of  pasture  fence  were  constructed  to  improve 
livestock  distribution  in  the  Pine  Gorge  pasture.  The  fence 
was  constructed  by  the  permittee  with  county  grazing  board 
materials.  360  acres  of  previously  cut  juniper  were  main¬ 
tained  with  prescribed  fire. 

5141 

Sanford  Creek 

I 

4.7  miles  of  fence  to  improve  riparian  area  (0.5  miles  con¬ 
structed  by  permittee  with  county  grazing  board  materials), 
1.3  miles  exclosure  fence,  749  acres  burned  to  maintain 
previous  juniper  cutting  areas 

5145 

Eagle  Rock-Bailey 

I 

Construction  of  0.7  miles  of  fence  to  improve  riparian  condi¬ 
tions. 

5204 

Sinclair 

M 

The  Category  will  be  changed  from  "M"  to  "C". 

5210 

Horse  Ridge 

I 

Golden  Basin  prescribed  bum  partially  completed  to  improve 
sage  grouse  habitat 

5234 

Haughton 

I 

1.5  miles  of  pasture  fence  constructed  to  improve  livestock 
management.  Construction  was  by  the  permittee  with  county 
grazing  board  materials.  276  acres  were  burned  to  maintain 
old  juniper  cuts. 

5237 

Brothers 

I 

Two  guzzlers  were  constructed  for  wildlife  habitat  improve¬ 
ment.  Both  included  large  exclosure  areas  to  enhance  habitat 
opportunities. 

5238 

ZX 

I 

One  guzzler  with  800  feet  of  fence  was  constructed  for 
wildlife  habitat  improvement. 

5241 

Rickman- 

McCormack 

I 

Two  pasture  fences,  2.1  miles  and  1.9  miles  long,  were 
constructed  to  improve  livestock  management.  Both  were 
constructed  by  the  permittee  with  county  grazing  board 
materials.  Burning  was  completed  on  628  acres  in  areas  to 
maintain  previous  juniper  cutting  areas  cut  in  the  1980s.  A  0.7 
mile  pipeline  was  installed  by  the  permittee  with  county 
grazing  board  materials. 

TWO  RIVERS  RPS  UPDATE 


Section  I  -  Grazing  Use  and  Management  Adjustments 

Actions  recommended  in  allotment  evaluations  are  carried  out  by  agreement  or  decision.  Sometimes  they  are 
incorporated  into  a  revised  allotment  management  plan  (AMP)  or  coordinated  resource  management  plan 
(CRMP)  if  such  plan  exists,  or  an  AMP  or  CRMP  may  be  prepared. 


Allot.  No. 

Allotment  Name 

Category 

Accomplishments  Since  March  1993  RPS  Update 

2513 

Big  Sky 

M 

Draft  allotment  evaluation  completed  1994 

2517 

Borschowa 

C 

An  evaluation  was  completed  and  changes  in  grazing  use 
implemented.  This  allotment  consists  of  two  parcels  of  BLM 
land.  The  use  was  changed  from  season  long  to  rest  every 
other  year  for  each  parcel. 

2518 

Pine  Creek 

I 

An  environmental  assessment  has  been  completed  which  will 
allow  the  construction  of  a  fence  creating  a  riparian  pasture. 
The  authorized  period  of  use  in  the  pasture  has  been  adjusted 
to  March  1  -  May  1. 

2520 

Boynton 

I 

Draft  allotment  evaluation  completed  1994 

2540 

Persimmon  Woods 

c 

Draft  allotment  evaluation  completed  1994 

2562 

J  Bar  S 

I 

Draft  allotment  evaluation  completed  1994 

2584 

Catherine  Maurer 

I 

Draft  allotment  evaluation  completed  1994 

2594 

Morehouse  &  Elliot 

M 

Draft  allotment  evaluation  completed  1994 

2595 

Morris 

I 

Draft  allotment  evaluation  completed  1994 

2597 

J.  T.  Murtha 

I 

Draft  allotment  evaluation  completed  1994 

2598 

Hay  Creek 

I 

Draft  allotment  evaluation  completed  1994 

2612 

Robison 

C 

An  evaluation  was  completed  and  the  season  of  use  adjusted 
from  season  long  to  early  spring. 

2617 

Emigrant  Canyon 

M 

Draft  allotment  evaluation  completed  1994 

2637 

V.  O.  West 

M 

Draft  allotment  evaluation  completed  1994 

2648 

Hartung 

I 

Draft  allotment  evaluation  completed  1994 
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Section  II 


Allotments  Scheduled  to  be  Evaluated  Within  the  Next  Year 

2500  Frank  Andeson 

2503  Asher,  Hubert 

2504  Barker 

2505  Barnett 

2506  Maxine  Barnett 

2509  Belshe 

2512  Big  Muddy 

2514  Black  Rock 

2524  Buck  Hollow 

2526  Peter  Campbell 

2530  Cimmiyotti 

2539  Biggs  Junction 

2541  Eakin 

2543  Ellsworth 

2549  Hardie 

2574  Lear 

2587  Corral  Canyon 

2588  Spud 

2591  Miller 

2592  Laffoon  and  Carlson 

2593  Verne  A.  Mobley 

2607  Pryor  Farms 

2616  Orville  Ruggles 

2621  Earl  A.  Smith 

2631  Dipping  Vat 

2634  Corral  Hollow 

7501  Bird 

7507  Clausen 

7512  Conroy,  PJ 

7519  Dick 

7521  Durette 

7525  Folmsbee 

7526  Forman,  C 

7527  Forman,  R 

7530  Griffith 

7533  Hammel,  EW 

7536  Kaskella  Farms 

7538  Hogan 

7540  K  &  P 

7548  Lindley 

7553  Morelli 

7560  Priday,  J 

7561  Priday  Brothers 

7565  Reckman,  JH 

7568  Sharp,  AJ 

7569  Sharp,  P 

7579  Webb,  WL 

7585  Woodside,  1 

7594  Irribarren 

7601  Nena  Creek 
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AMPs/CRMPs  Completed  or  In  Progress 

The  Sutton  Mountain  CRMP  is  in 

progress,  and  involves  the  following  allotments: 

2516  Gable  Creek 

2531  Circle  Bar 

2533  Sutton  Mountain 

2537  Dead  Dog  Canyon 

2561  Girds  Creek 

2592  Mary  Misener 

2609  Crown  Rock 

2659  Packsaddle  Mountain. 

Other  allotments  include: 

2608  Rattray 

2619  Seale 

2598  Hay  Creek 
7547  Ferry  Canyon 
7562  Oak  Canyon 

AMP  in  progress 

AMP  in  progress 

AMP  in  progress 

Watershed  plan  -  data  gathering  in  process 

Watershed  plan  -  data  gathering  in  process 

Summary  of  Completed  Actions 

Allot.  No. 

Allotment  Name 

Category 

Completed  Action 

2623 

Steiwer 

I 

Installation  of  River  View  Fence  (1.8  miles)  to  establish  a 
grazing  system  and  implement  the  Steiwer  AMP. 

7547 

Ferry  Canyon 

I 

Ferry  Canyon  riparian  pasture  fence:  2  miles  for  improved 
livestock  management.  Livestock  grazing  restricted  to  occur 
no  later  than  May  1  in  the  canyon.  Ferry  Canyon  exclosure 
fence:  1  mile  of  exclosure  fencing  around  riparian  zone  in 
Ferry  Canyon.  Dillagas,  Cultural  and  Bohica  spring  devel¬ 
opments  to  provide  alternative  water  to  livestock  removed 
from  Ferry  Canyon  and  to  protect  the  sites  from  additional 
livestock  trampling. 

7562 

Oak  Canyon 

I 

Oak  Canyon  riparian  fence:  200  yards  of  fence  to  create  a 
riparian  pasture  of  the  public  land  portion  of  Oak  Canyon. 
Chukar,  Heater  Flat  and  TwinFaun  spring  developments  to 
provide  an  upland  source  of  water  for  livestock  and  to 
protect  spring  sites  from  livestock  trampling. 

7551 

Frog  Springs 

M 

Completion  of  Frog  Springs  campground  exclosure  fence. 

7545 

Kortge 

I 

Fall  Canyon  rested  from  grazing  for  two  years  starting  in 

1994. 

JOHN  DAY  RPS  UPDATE 


Section  I  -  Grazing  Use  and  Management  Adjustments 


Actions  recommended  in  allotment  evaluations  are  carried  out  by  agreement  or  decision.  Sometimes  they  are 
incorporated  into  a  revised  allotment  management  plan  (AMP)  or  coordinated  resource  management  plan 
(CRMP)  if  such  plan  exists,  or  an  AMP  or  CRMP  may  be  prepared. 


Allot.  No. 

Allotment  Name 

Category 

Accomplishments  Since  March  1993  RPS  Update 

4049 

Battle  Creek 

I 

The  grazing  rotation  was  changed  to  provide  rest  for  pastures 
which  have  been  or  will  be  receiving  prescribed  burning 

treatments. 

4103 

Rockpile 

I 

The  period  of  use  was  changed  from  season  long  to  a  rotation 
system,  whereby  a  portion  of  the  allotment  is  used  spring 
and  a  portion  used  late  summer/ fall. 

Section  II 


Allotments  Scheduled  to  be  Evaluated  Within  the  Next  Year 


4028  Neal  Butte 

4029  North  Fork 
4052  Big  Baldy 
4074  McCarty  Creek 
4076  Cottonwood 
4124  Smokey  Creek 

AMPs/CRMPs  Completed  or  In  Progress 

None 


Summary  of  Completed  Actions 


Allot.  No.  Allotment  Name  Category  Completed  Action 


4020 


4112 


4120 


Murderer's  Creek  M 


Cottonwood  Forks  I 


Ferris  Creek  I 


Further  work  was  accomplished  on  the  medusahead  control 
project  over  the  last  two  years.  Two  areas  totalling  1,837  acres 
were  burned  for  the  first  time  in  1993,  and  200  acres  received 
a  second  burn.  Of  the  1,837  acres  burned,  620  acres  were 
seeded  to  a  grass /forb/ shrub  mix.  Due  to  timing  and 
weather  problems,  the  second  burn  was  not  completed  in 
1994.  Instead,  300  acres  of  the  seeded  land  showing  substan¬ 
tial  medusahead  germination  was  reburned  and  reseeded. 

The  East  Fork  Dam  and  Fence  was  constructed,  providing 
water  for  wildlife  and  livestock,  and  enhancing  riparian 
vegetation.  The  construction  also  alleviated  a  potential 
erosion  problem. 

120  acres  of  invasive  western  juniper  was  cut  (Ferris  Creek 
Juniper  Control)  for  watershed  and  wildlife  habitat  enhance¬ 
ment. 
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